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The Leadership of Martin Luther King Jr. During the Civil Rights Movement
Introduction
Martin Luther King Jr. is considered one of the most prominent leaders of the US in US history especially during the Civil Rights Movement in the United States of America from the 1950s to the 1960s. Even though Martin Luther King grew up in a family that was categorized as a middle-class family, he experienced racial discrimination in the early ages and this played a greater role in making the desire to attain equality for all people grow in his heart. At one time in his early age at around age 6, Martin Luther King was heartbroken buy a friend of his who announced to him that his father had stopped him from playing with Martin Luther King because he was attending a segregated school (Carson & Lewis, 2019). Since Martin Luther King was a black person, he could not play with his white counterpart because of the segregation rules and regulations in the South where Martin Luther King and his family lived. Throughout his life, Martin Luther King was seen as a leader who embraced non-violent protests in his quest to achieve equality and stop segregation regulations and rules that discriminated against the black Americans in the United States of America. His contributions during the Civil Rights Movement in the United States of America are significant because they brought about significant changes in the history of the United States of America (National Park Service, 2013). This paper explores the development of Martin Luther King as a leader during the Civil Rights Movement in the United States of America by looking at his early development as a leader, the main events that put him on the national and international map and why most Americans were and are still are receptive to his message.
The Development of Martin Luther King as a Leader During the Civil Rights Movement
During the early stages of Martin Luther King's life, especially when he was in Crozer Theological Seminary, his leadership began when he was elected as the president of the Crozer’s student’s body. In the letter written by the professor at the seminary, King was recommended and confirmed to be the leader of the student's body and this began his leadership journey through non-violent actions and great oratorical skills to champion his agenda of achieving equality and abolishing discrimination against black Americans in the United States of America. As a student leader in this early stages of his life, Martin Luther King taught his fellow students the importance of championing their grievances and agendas using non-violent means. This brought authenticity in the leadership of Martin Luther King and many people at the seminary accepted him generally as a good leader who was passionate and true to his course.
The event that led to the rise of Martin Luther King to the national map of leadership during the Civil Rights Movement was the Bus Boycott in Montgomery. In the South, there were rules in the bus systems which barred black African Americans from sitting in the front seats of buses (Carson & Lewis, 2019). The rules also provided that black Americans had to surrender their seats to their white counterparts in buses especially front seats. In the year 1955, a black African American woman by the name Rosa Parks refused to surrender her seat to a white man in the bus and was consequently arrested for violating the segregation rules in Alabama (Carson & Lewis, 2019). Advocates for the Civil Rights Movement in Montgomery decided to organize a protest against segregation in the bus system and therefore formed the Montgomery Improvement Association. The main aim of the Association was to boycott the transit system which applied segregation rules that barred black Americans from sitting or taking front seats in buses and also which required black Americans to surrender their seats to white counterparts whenever a white man boarded the bus and found black people sitting with no other extra seat available (National Park Service, 2013). The advocates for civil rights in Alabama chose Martin Luther King as their leader. Martin Luther King organized a bus boycott that went on for over one year where black Americans boycotted the transit system segregation rules. Martin Luther King's house was bombed and his life and that of his family threatened but he never gave up the course to ensure equality in the bus system in Montgomery. The boycott spread to other cities in the United States of America especially in the South and gained momentum and attention from other parts leading to the desegregation of the bus system in 1856 (Carson & Lewis, 2019). This placed Martin Luther King on the national map of leadership during the Civil Rights Movement.
The success of the Montgomery bus Boycott gave impetus for the formation of the Southern Christian leadership conference (SCLC) which formed the platform for King's articulation of anti-segregation messages and the quest for equality for black Americans in both public offices as well as schools and colleges (Carson & Lewis, 2019). Martin Luther King moved to Atlanta in 1960 and organized the Birmingham protests where he was arrested several times together with his clergy and fellow protesters. While in jail in Birmingham, Martin Luther King wrote the famous “Letter from The Birmingham Jail” in which he articulated his non-violence philosophy as a weapon that black Americans had in the fight for equality and freedom as well as against segregation. According to Badger (1996), the white clergy was in confrontation with Martin Luther King and urged black Christians not to take part in the demonstrations and marches that were organized by Martin Luther King, but the Letter From The Birmingham Jail restored the authenticity of the demonstrations organized by Martin Luther King and drew attention of media to him. Through preaching and lectures, Martin Luther King attracted the attention of the media especially television because he understood the power that the media had in pushing and internationalizing the agenda of civil rights equality in the United States of America (National Park Service, 2013).
In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr., together with other Civil Rights Movement leaders, organized the greatest civil rights demonstration in the history of Washington DC known as the March to Washington DC to protest racial discrimination in schools and workforce as well as public social points such as hotels (Ushistory, 2018). The march also demanded equal wages for all workers regardless of their races and colour. The march to Washington DC culminated in the famous ‘I Have a Dream” speech where Martin Luther King articulated his desires and his dreams for a better America free from segregation and racial discrimination. In his speech, Martin Luther King dreamt of a peaceful America where men will be judged not by their skin colour but by the content of their brains (Ushistory, 2018). King also dreamt of an American nation where black children would freely play with their white counterparts without racially discriminating each other and the parents will feel good about it (Hansen, 2003). The march to Washington DC and the speech took Martin Luther King’s leadership to the Zenith and brought him International recognition as well as national acceptance in many parts of the United States of America (Hansen, 2003). Consequently, Martin Luther King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in the following year 1964 in Norway for championing peace and fighting for equal rights and freedom for black Americans and protesting racial discrimination through non-violent approaches in the United States of America (Badger, 1996).
Why Many Americans are Still Receptive to His Message
Many people wonder why Martin Luther King's messages and philosophies were accepted by many Americans and are still being accepted even today. The answer to this is that Martin Luther King used non-violent means to achieve the greatest achievements in the history of the United States of America in terms of civil rights equality for black Americans in the United States of America. Even though Martin Luther King's House was bombed in 1956, Martin Luther and his fellow leaders did not react in the same manner with violence. Instead, they took to church to pray against those violent and discriminatory acts that the government and those in empower vetted against them and continued championing the quest to achieve civil rights equality and end segregation in the American society through marches, sit-ins and boycotts (Badger, 1996). As such, the messages of Martin Luther King remained authentic and true to the course due to the fact that non-violence strategies were used. This explains why many Americans and even other non-Americans are still receptive to his messages and his legacy still lives on decades after his death.
Conclusion
In conclusion, Martin Luther King Jr. was no doubt a significant Civil Rights Movement leader who championed the quest for freedom and civil rights equality for Black Americans from the 1950s to the early 1960s. His leadership began at the Crozer Theological Seminary and proceeded to the Montgomery Bus Boycotts and the greatest March to washing DC which culminated in the famous speech of “I Have a Dream”. Martin Luther King was arrested several times over the years as he protested against racial discrimination and segregation rules in various parts especially in the South but did not give up his quest to attain freedom and equality for all people. His non-violent approaches and strategies made his messages authentic and true to the course and that is why many Americas are still receptive to his message.
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